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Notwithstanding this virtual independence of
the Patans, Sindheea did not leave them in the
undisputed enjoyment of the contributions and
other advantages to be extorted from Rajpootana,
A division of his army, under Bapoo Sindheea lay
at Ajmeer, acting precisely on the principles of
the Patans, and living on the plunder it could
exact from Jypoor and Joudhpoor. Another force
was stationed in the Oodeepoor territory, encroach-
ing on the power and possessions of the Rajfc there,
and devastating the country. The Rajpoots* how-
ever, were considerably more jealous of Sindheea's
apparently consolidated power than of the Patan
chiefs; whose very loose connexion with the Hol-
kur family gave them "the character of mercena-
ries, that, for objects of private interest, might
be hired and discharged at pleasure* Thus in
1809, when Sindheea seemed to meditate an inva-
sion of the Joudhpoor territory with a very consi-
derable force, the Raja called in Mohummed-Shah
Khan, and took his army into pay for the purpose
of repelling the attack.

This facility of transferring their services ac-
cording to their personal views, gave the Patan
chiefs the further advantage over Sindheea and his
commanders, of a pretext and power to interfere
in the passing intrigues amongst the Rajpoots
hfemselyes, and to become partisans of the sevei&l
actions, from each of which they took care to